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. Thou ſhalt ſpeak my words unto them, whether they will hear 
| or whether they will forbear, for they are moſt rebellious, 
WH 2) Ezek, ii. 7. 

A fle that being often reproved, hardeneth has nech, fhall ſud- 
den be deſtroyed, and that without remedy. Prov. xxix. 1. 
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*. The following plain Diſcourſe, drawn up the evening 


1 before it was preached, is printed almoſt verbatim, juſt as it 
0 0 was delivered, without any addition, except the explanatory 
1 notes. But notwithſtanding its plainneſs and ſimplicity, the 


1 awful and important Truths which it contains, recommend it SS — 3 
to the ſerious peruſal of all Chriſtians, eſpecially thoſe; for 3] 
237 whoſe uſe it was at firſt compoſed, 5 | EEE | 
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St. MATTIEW, Chap. W. Ver, 44 © 
The Kingdom of God ſhall be taken from you, and given to a 
| nation bringing forth the fruits thereof, 


——_— 
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| HESSE words are the application of a very awful and 
| : inſtructive Parable of our Saviour, recorded betwee 
the 33d and ꝗoth verſe of this chapter; in which, as a pious 
; | cominentator obſerves, God compares the: jewiſh church to : 
f | a vineyard, himſelf to a houſeholder, His planting, fencing 
and pruning his vineyard, denotes his care to furniſh his { 
church with all needful helps and means, to make it ſpiri- 
tually fruitful. His letting it out to huſbandmen ſignifies | 
his committing the care of his. churèh to the prieſts and 1 
levites, the public paſtors and governors thereof. His ſer | 
vants are the prophets and apoſtles whom he ſent from time 
to time, to admoniſh them to bring forth fruit, anſwerable to 
the coſt, which God had expended on them. His Son 1 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom the rulers of the jewiſh church ſlew and 
murdered, The ſcope of the Parable is to diſcover to the 
Jews, particularly to the pharilees, their obſtinate impeni- 
tency under all means, their bloody cruelty to the prophets 
of. God, their. tremendous- guilt in crucifying- the Lord o 
x life; for all which, God wouid unchurch them finally, anc 
4 ruin their nation, and ſet up a church among the Gentiles 
which ſhould bring forth better fruits than the jewiſh-churc! 
ever did, Our Lord having ended the Parable, aſks the 
ee what the Lord of the vineyard will do unto thole huſ. 
bandmen when he:cometh,” They fay unto. him, he wil 
miſerably deſtroy»thoſe. wicked men, and let ont his vine 
yard unto other huſbandmen, which ſhall render him the 
fruits in their ſeaſons,” (a) By which reply, they vindicateſſ 
God, they. condemn themſelves out of their own mouth, andy 
own the juſtice of the Almighty in inflicting the ſevere 
puniſhments on them. Our Saviour then goes on to make 
the application of the Parable, and to ſhew that they them- 
ſelves. with their forefathers, were guilty of this cruelty and 
| injuſtice, which they are conſtrained to acknowledge 
© '  : deſerved the vengeance. of heaven. Jeſus faid unto them, 
| | © did ye never read in the Scriptures, the ſtone which the 
' builders rejected, the ſame is become the head of the corner; 
this is the Lord's doing, and. it is marvellous in our eyes.“ (6) 
Then follow the words of the text, © Therefore I ſayſh f 
unto you, the kingdom of God ſhall be taken from you, and 
given te a nation bringing forth. the fruits thereof.” 
By the kingdom of God in this place, is meant the preach 
ing of God's word, and all other ordinances and church] 
privileges leading to the kingdom of heaven. 


(a) Ver. 40, 41. (6) Ver. 42. 
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The fruits which theſe 1 and appointed by God 
to bring forth, are knowledge, faith, repentance, love, 
humility, meekneſs, and ſuch like; Or, in the words of the 
apoſtle they are © Love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentle- 
nels, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance.” (c) The words 
of the text then imply © | | 

I. That the greateſt bleſſing which God can beftow upon 
any people, is his ſending them his true ani lively word. 
Ta @ II. That he expects a ſuitable uſe and improvement 
18 thereof, and | = | 8 
8 III. That if they fail herein, he will remove the word of 


es his kingdom from them, which is the ſoreſt judgment that can 
1d befal men in this life. | | 

1M I. We are here taught that the greateſt bleſſing God can 
ne | beftow upon any people is his {ending them his pure and 
to uncorrupted word, PIER | | OE, 
7 Wie know that all the wealth in the world can never pur- 
dll chaſe heaven, or ilake us meet for that happy place: but this 
he bleſſed and powerful word of God's grace. is able to quicken 
i- our ſouls, dead in ſins, (a) and tian ſlate them from the king- 
et] dom of ſin and ſatan, into Chriſts kingdom here below of 
0 righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, preparatory 
nd to their reigning with him in the heavenly kingdom above. 
es Yea, this pure and divine word, has enabled thole who 
cl have received it hy faith into the ground of their hearts to 


enjoy. more ſolid peace, more fubſtantial joy and comfort 
even in this life, than the greateſt conflux of worldly prof- 
— could ever procure the men. of the World. In the 
midſt of all the troubles and ſorrows, the: trials and tempta- 
tions cf the righteous, God's almighty word has been their 
refuge and ſupport, fo that they could even rejoice in tribu- 
lation, and triumph in the midſt of flames; while the wealth 
and proſperity of the {inner have been unable to ſupport hin 
under the accuſations af conſcience, and the mortification | 
and vexation to which his pride has expoſed him; and he 
| has either pined away with worldly ſorrow, or umpiouſly 
put a period to.his wretched-exiſtence. So that, on theſe, 
and ſeveral other accounts, God's word is deſervedly pre- 
ferred to '* thouſands of gold and ſilver.” What is ſaid of 
wiſdom is equatly true of it, which indeed is no other than 
the higheſt wiſdom. The merchandize of it is better than 
the merchandize of ſilver, and the gain thereof than fine 


gold. It is more precious than rubies, and all the things " 
that thou canſt deſire; are mot to be compared unto it. 
ch Length of days is in its right hand, and in its left hand, 
ch riches and honour, Its ways are ways of pleaſantneis, and 


all its paths are peace, it is a tree of life to them that lay hold | 
upon it, and happy is every one that retaineth it. (e) O how 
5 le) Gal. v. 22, 23. (d) Pl. ox ix. 50. 1 Peter i. xxitl, * 
| KA 4 (e) Frov. iii. 14,18. 


- RES | = 
precious muſt that word be, which enlighteneth the under- 
* {tanding, converteth the ſoul, which comforteth the heart, 
alleviates our forrows, taketh away tha ſting of death, and 
makes us rejoice in hope of the glory of God! 


The Apoſtle teaches us, that the Iſraelites were highly 
favoured and diſtinguiſhed by the Almighty, in having the 


_ oracles, or the word and ordinanees of God:committed to 
them. How deeply affected the holy men of old were with 
a ſenſe of the divine goodnefs in this reſpett, their writings 
ſufficiently declare, What nation is there fo great,” ſays 
Moſes, * who hath God fo nigh unto them, as the Lord our 
God is in all things that we call upen him for. And what 
nation is there ſo great that hath ſtatutes and judgments ſo 
righteous as all the law which I ſet before you this day.“ (f) 
In lke manner does the Pſalmiſt extol the divine mercy. 
„He ſheweth his word unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and judg- 
ments unte Iſrael. He hath not dealt ſo with any nation; 
and as for his judgments they have not known them.” (g) 


And if God's ancient people were ſo greatly diſtinguiſhed by 


the revelation he made to them of his will; which was but 
as the dawn of the morning to mid-day, when compared to 
thoſe more plain and glorious diſcoveries which God has: 
made in his goſpel, how much more highly favoured are we, 
to whom © God has ſpoken in thele laſt days oe his Son 
Jeſus Chrift, who hath abolifhed death, and hath brought 
life and immortality te light by the-goſpel.” The greatneſs 
then of the bleſſing may teach us the horrible danger of 
rejecting or abuſing it. For as the apoſtle argues if the 
word ſpoken by angels was ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion 
and dilobedience received a juſt recompence of reward, how 
ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great ſalvation.” (4) The 
preaching of God's word, and his ordinances, is a talent that 
is put into our hands, and for which we muſt be accountable, 
wh! a ſtrictneſs proportionable to the value of them; which 
leads nie to the ſecond head, viz. that God expefts a fuitable 
dit and improvement of this unſpeakable bleſſing, This we 
are taught in the Parable with which the text is connected: 


hefe the church is compared to a vineyard, and every. 


individual member of it to a vine. Now we know when a 
man is at much pains and expence in cultivating and dreſſing 
a vineyard, a garden, or field, by digging or plowing, 
manuring, planting and pruning it, it is with a view of 
z<aping fruit and benefit therefrom, and he is greatly mor- 
thed and diſappointed, when his hopes and expectations 
are fruſtrated. © In like manner when C04 favours a people 


with his word and minifters, his ordinances ant! f ecial 


providences, he expects that they thould bring 'c: uit, 


anſwerable to the labour, pains and coſt which 141 
upon them, And when the time of the fru. 


Y Deut. iv. 7, 8. (g) PL, calvii. 19, 20. (5) Heb. ii. 2, g. | 


yg 
* 


SS = 


F ˙ 2 2 A. oo. A ens 


„ 


: GT WH 3 © 0 TIWWT. 


| he ſent his ſervants to be * thatsthey might 
receive the fruits of it.“ (i) And thus does God expoſtulate 
with them of old by his Prophet, And now, O inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt 
ma and. my vineyard. What could have been done more to 
my vineyard that I have not done in it. Wherefore when 
I looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, brought it forth 
wild grapes.“ (k) The ſame leſſon are we taught in a v 
awful and alarming manner in the ;parable of the fig-trec. 
A certain man had a fig-tree planted in his vineyard, and 
he came and ſought fruit thereon, and found none. Then 
laid he unto the dreſſer of his uvineard. Behold, thele three 
vcars. came: ſeoleing fruit and find none; cut it down Why 
_ cumbereth it the ground.“ (0) It is not the will of God that 
his miniſters ſhould labour in vain, and ſpend their ſtrength 
for nought, that all their public miniſtrations and private 
rounſcls, their admonitions, reproofs, entreaties, prayers and 
tears ſhould be thrown away upon a people. No; our 
words and labours are intended to bring forth, as was before 
"obſerved, the fruits of knowledge, repentance, faith, love, 
anceknels, humility, righteoufnels and all the graces of the 
polpel. The end of our miniſtry is to turn finners from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of. Satan unto God, 
and to build up ſaints in the faith, holineſs and obedience of 
the goſpel. · Chriſt gave ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets, 
and ſome evangeliſts, and {ome paſtors and teachers; Ro the 
(perfecting of the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, till we 
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God unto a perſect man, unto the meaſure of the 
ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt.“ (n) How happy were the 
rlt preackers of chriſtianity, who could give this honour- 
ahle teftimeny to their converts, as the apoſtle does to the 
Coleſſians, Which word of the truth of the goſpel is come 
unto you, as it is in all the world, and bringeth forth fruit, 
as it doth alſo in you, ſince the day you heard of it, and 
knew the grace of God in truth.“ (n) And again to the 
__Fheflalontans he thus writes, Our golpel came not unto 
vu in word, only, but allo in power and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
.anxl in much.aflurance, and ye became followers of us, and 
of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction 
with 40y -0f the Holy Gholt.” (o) O what large draughts 
were theſe pſhermen bleſſed with! As for the greater part 
«of us, we are obliged to complain that we have laboured and 
toiled night and day, and have taken nothing. And often- 
times when we are elevated at the apprehenſion of afoul 
being effe ctually wrought upon and turned from the evil of 
its Way, preſently we are caſt down by ſeeing it fall away, 
and returning to its former courſe again, as, ſoon as ever 


d) Matt, xxi. 94. () II. v. g, 4. (4) Luke xiii. 6, 7. 
(n) Eghek.av. 4.43, 10. C Calais. 6. (J U he. i. 3, 6 
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© tribulatiof or 8 a el becauſe of the word.” ( 


Few of our hearers have the power of religion, many of our 


pariſhioners, who yet profeſs themſelves members of our 
church, have not ſo much as the form of religion, ſome 


coming but now and then to church, others not at all, from 
one year's end to another, and the greater part differing 


little or nothing from the heathen world, fulfilling the deſires 


of the fleſh and of the mind, and living without God in the 


world, only making proviſion for the flefh to fulfil the luſts 


thereof. The Church! the Church, is continually in their 
mouths, but the world and helliſh luſts have taken poſſeſſion 
of their hearts. As for that holy and ſound form of doctrine, 
which our church, agreeable to the word of God, teaches, 


_ are in general ſtrangers to it. And that ſober, righteous 
and godly life, which ſhe enjoins all her members to pray for, 


alas! how far are they from it. So that had ſuch lived in 


the times before licentiouſneſs had relaxed the diſcipline of 


the church, it would have cut them off as rotten and unſound. 


members, and in the language of the ſacred writings, © have 
ſpued them out of its mouth.” (q) My brethren, does not our 
profeſſion of chriſtianity lay us under the ſtrongeſt obligations 


of bringing forth the fruits of the ſpirit. Does it not require 


us to deny © r and worldly luſts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world,” to 
believe its doctrines, and to obey its precepts. But to be 
more particular, does not the word of God inform us, that 
« we have-alt firmed, and come ſhort of the glory of God, (x) 
and are by nature the children of wrath, ( J) that there is no 
way of being delivered from this ſtate of guilt and condem® 
nation, but through a lively faith in Jeſus Chriſt and his 
meritorious ſacrifice, (5) that unleſs we be regenerate and born 


again of the ſpirit and perſevere in faith and holineſs to the 


end of our lives, we cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. (t) — 
I ſpeak the truth in Chriſt, I lie not; theſe are the ſaving 


and fundamental doctrines of the goſpel, upon which our 
everlaſting ſalvation turns. And whoever — oppoſes, 


or preaches againſt them, is antichriſt and a deceiver. But 
now may I not take up the prophet's complaint, and ſay, 
« who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of 
the Lord revealed. (u) We have reported again and again 
theſe divine truths; but how few are there who have cor- 
dially believed and embraced them, and how many have 
diſbelieved, rejected and blaſphemed them. I have been 


theſe fix years labouring among you, and ſeeking for fruit, 


but how little is to be found of the right fort. You have 


bad line upon line, precept upon precept, one ſermon, and 
+ (p) Matt. xii. 21. () Rev. iii. 16. 85 Rom. iii. 23. 


(/ſ) 00 Jo ii. Jo (5) Ats xiii. 38, c. Rom. V. 1s. 
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John, ui. g» Kev. u. 10, (u) II. li. 2. © } 


life and happineſs, becauſe : 


one exhortation, after another. * many calls have you 
had to repent and forlake your evil ways and turn to the 
Lord. How oft have you been warned againſt the danger 
of living a careleſs, ſecure, and ſenſual life. And what are 
the fruits, with reipeft to a great part of you. Unbelief, 
hatred and oppoſition to God's word, and him that miniſtered 
it unto you: pride, covetoulneſs, oppreſſion, injuſtice, love 
of the world, fabbath-breaking, drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, 
envy, malice, and ſuch like evil tempers and practices. Theie 
fruits are but too viſible in many. May not God ſay con- 
cerning ſuch, as he did of his people of old, © 1 looked when 
they ſhould bring forth grapes, and behold they brought 
forth wild grapes. No wonder then, that when a people 
have made ſuch an ill uſe of the plain and ſimple preaching 
of God's pure and undefiled word; he ſhould remove ſuch 
preaching and doctrine from them, as the text teaches us he 
is wont to do in ſuch caſes, which is the third thing 1 am to 
{peak to. It was the will of God that Jeſus Chriſt and his 
goſpel ſhould firſt be preached in Jeruſalem and Judea. (v) 
But no ſooner did the generality of the Jews rejett them, 
but the word of the kingdom was taken from them, and 


given to the Gentiles who brought forth the fruits of righ- 


teouſnels, And thus it was with the Synagogue of the Jews 
at Antioch in Piſidia, to whom the goſpel was preached, 
„And the next ſabbath-day, came almoſt the whole city 
together to hear the wor of God. But when the Jews faw 

the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and ſpake againſt 
thoſe things which were ſpoken by Pau}, contradicting and 
blaſpheming. Then Paul and Barnabas waxcd bold and ſaid, 


it was neceſſary that the word of God ſhould firſt have been 
ſpoken to you; but ſceing you put it from you, and judge 


yourſelves unworthy of everlaſting life, lo, we turn to the 


- Gentiles.” (w) Were theſe 2 — of everlaſting 


ſpake againſt the doftrine of 
the apoſtles, contradicting and blaſpheming. Then what is 


the condition of many of the people of this place, who have 


aftedin the very ſame, if not in a worſe manner. For we do 


not read that they ſigned a Petition to the high Prieſt, charging 


the apoſtles with preaching falſe, erroneous and dangerous 
doctrine, and praying him to drive theſe hoty men from 


among them. + 


% Luke xxiv. 47. (w) Ads xiti. 46—47+ 


1 This alludes toa Petition to the Rector to diſmiſs me ¶ ſaid 
tobe drawn up by himſelf) in whach I and my doctrine are repre- 
- ſented in the blackeft colours. This paper was handed through 
5” 8 from houſe to houſe, by a Mr. M. the Rettor's agent, 
and two of 


his friends, to procure names to it. And in order to 


ucceed in this honourable , the moſt baſe and unjuſtife- 
4 2 pup — Joveng 


Able methods were uſede=the people were 


. 
I pray God from the bottom of my heart that he would 
forgive them for what they have done in this reſpett, and give 


them 5 repentance unto life.“ For ſure I am, that if ever 


they . come to lee things 1 ina proper light, this at and deed of 
theirs will lie heavy upon their minds. Surely you never 
read the life of one Spira, who, through the fear of man, and 
the dread of ſuffering, ſigned a Paper. leſs: objectionable than 
yours. But no ſooner had he done it, than he. felt the fire of 
| hell in his conſcience, which all his fr ends and all the divines 
round about him, could. never extinguiffl. And after bring 
a terror and a dread to himſelf und others fur ſome time, he 
died in all the horrors of .deſpair—a monument of God's 
palt:ce and vengeance to all:ſucceecling generations, tor acting 
contrary to the dictates of his conſcience. 
Bat you need not thus have troubled yourſelves. mud 
wounded your conſciences to get rie. of me. For ſometime 
ago, when I faw that divers were hardened and believed net 
tie doctrines which were preached to them, but ſpake evil 
of the mn, and thoſe who e en „ e eig 
thewr tithes 3 n r! . By theſe and ſuch like powerful 
arguments, ſeveral wire induced to {gn, though much againſt 
ther inclinations, as they hure fince.ackuoroledged, One of the 
Gentlemen (R. M.) engaged wn thege miquitous proceedings, 
had ſigned two b Aimonials i zn my favour, unly three or. four days 
5. fore: tn both a,, a defire-was cxprefſed * that 1 mght br 
permitted by the Rector to continue—and fetting forih that. the 
dottrine I preached was no other than what is contatnen in tlie 
Articles and Liturgy of the Church of Englund that, my life 
and converſation was very exemplary, and that it would be an 
2rreparable.luſs to the par, if I was not ſuffered to continue 
among them.” And another of them. to whom 1 offered my teſ- 
timonual, afſured me that lr had no objeftion:tome, or tothe fign- 
ing my paper, but only that he was under W to the lend. 
ing man iu Heis glor.ous inenſetion.: 


. feos 6 charity to ſu Pn that prom Was owing in 

4 great meaſure to the conduct ef the Rector, and ſome .of hes 
Friends, ano were conttuually branding tie doctri nes I preacked 
oth the moſt ap prabrious terms. But by what means che will 

Juftify his conduct to the world in receiving hundreds:a,;year-to 
maintain re doctrine f the Church of England, while he ex- 

Peſes, asd ſpecies of Enthuſiaſm. and wild Vagaries, -the-doc- 
<trines of his Curate, which areno-other tun \what are contained 
4n the Articles and Bit urgy thereof, is to ine à great myſtery. 
And, although 1 ſhould h_ Broken through the hedge of cano- 
nical regularith, in ſome reſpets, out of a well. meant, if miſtalen, 
zeal, it = no means belonged. tothe * ta treat me in. tue 
- Manger ke did .onthat.account, who himſelf never ſpent u dax, 
146% Hl aa ih Alas co he Te 
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(.) Job xx. 5. (0) Hoſea xiii. 11. (z) Jonah i. 6. 
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wiſhed that God, in the Haute of his providence, would 


open a way for me to leave you, I durſt not do it without; 
being afraid of deſerting my poſt, and like an hireling flying 
from the ſheep at the approach ef danger: But when we are 
torn away by violence from our dear-flocks, we can then 
leave them with a good conſcience. And yet after all, it is 
God who removes us, without whom not a hair of our head 


falls to the ground. Wicked men that do it, are only his 
inſtruments. 2008 rejoice when they are able to effect their 


wicked deſigns. But let them know that © the triumphing 
of the-wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a 
moment.” (x) They are putting away their own mercies and 
bringing upon themſelves ſwift deſtrution, as was the caſe 
with Jeruſalem. As they reje& God, his word, and his 


-miniſters, ſo does he reje& them, and give them up to follow 


their own luſts and imaginations. And though they offer 
unto him a formal worſhip, he will not accept it. Their 
prayers and all their hypocritical ſervices are an abomination 
unto him, And as God in his anger gives a king to a 


wicked nation, (y) ſo in his anger allo he gives a prieſt to a 
gainſaying and diſobedient people, —one like themſelves, 


that will preach ſmooth things unto them, ſtrengthen their 


ſure of their iniquities—Hardened and impenitent ſinners 
may now fleep on and take their reſt in fin, In all probability 
they will have no one to rouſe and ſhake their — con- 
ſciences, and to cry with the prophet What meaneſt thou, 


O ſleeper, ariſe and call upon thy God.“ (z) Or with the 


apoſtle, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, 


and Chriſt ſhall give thee light.” But remember, that how- 
ever you may — your ears to the voice of mercy, you will, 


ere long, be made to hear the tremendous call Ariſe ye 


dead, and come to judgment.” Then call upon thoſe who 
have deceived you, and flattered you in your fims, and * | 
ee 


you from hearkening to the calls of God's mercy, and 

whether they can ſave you from the accuſations of your own 
conſciences, and that eternal puniſhment which awaits the 
impenitent. No: they cannot fave themſelves, much leſs 
can they fave you. Then the deceived and the deceiver ſhall 
both receive their juſt reward. Then will “ the Lord Jefus 


hands in their wickedneſs, and help them to fill up the mea- 


Chriſt be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in 


. 


my connexion with him, which was upwards of fex years ; though 
the Canons of the Churth of England, according to Buſhop Bur- 
nett, enjoin Pluraliſts to come to their churches, and 4 gently 
preach the goſpel, and according to the value of thery. livings 
Land Aſhover is a very large benefice] to keep houſe and hoſp-- 
tality, to relieve the poor. . | 
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flaming fire taking SY Wa oi them that know not God, 
and that obcy not the gofpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. (a) 
Then will he execute judgment upon all, and convince all 
that are ungodly among you, of all your ungodly deeds, 
which ye have ungodly committed, and of all your hard 
ſpecches which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againſt him.“ (5) 
'then ſhall ye know and feel that ye have been abuſing and 
perſecuting Jeſus Chriſt in his miniſters and ſervants. (c) 
(2 repent, repent then, if perhaps the thoughts of your 
hearts may be fors'ven you, and your ſins be bletted: out. 
| You have counted me your enemy for telling you the truth, 
and preaching to you (God's pure and holy word, by which 
alone you can be taved. For I can again ſolemnly affure 
you, that the do&rines which I have preached and inculcated 
to you, though they have been vilely flandered and re- 
vached, are no other than what are contained in the holy 
ſcriptures, and the Articles, Liturgy, and Homilies of the 
Church of England, which whoſoever contradicts, oppoſes, 
or preaches againſt, is a deceiver and betrayer of men's ſouls, 
whom God will ſmite with the breath of his mouth. May 
God give you to know the voice of the true ſhepherds of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who alone can ſhew unto you the Way of fal- 
vation. | 8 . 
And as for the faithful ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
the goſpel has come in power, God, I truft, will be with 
them, and bleſs them. And however the underiſhepherds 
may be removed from them, their great fhepherd will ever 
be nigh them, and ready to guide, fuccour, proteft and com- 
fort them. And though it be ill with the wicked, it ſtrall be 
welhwith them, who by patient continuante in ell. doing, 
ſeek for honour, glory, and immortality.” (4) Fo his divine 
care let them commit themſelves and the keeping of their 
ſouls, as unto a faithful Creator, remembring that if they ſuf- 
fer with Chriſt here, they ſhall reign with him in glory 


hereafter, | | 
raren ̃ ̃ 

If this diſcourſe fhould fall into the hands of any of my 
former hearers, who ſtil remain careleſs and indifferent 
about the welfare of their fouls, or prejudiced agamſt the 
evangelical doctrines I preached unto them, I earneſtly in- 
treat and beſeech them to call their Ways to remembrance, 
and ſeriouſly conſider and refle& what is likely to be the 
bnal iſſue of ſuch a condutt, if perſiſted in. I apprehend. the 
want of this, is the principal ſource of all their errors both 
in judgment and practice. Wauld they but imitate the ex-, 
ample of the Bereans, and ſearch the ſcriptures daily, praying 
with David that God would “ open their eyes to underftand 


(a) 2 Theſ. i. 6, 7. (5) Jude. (c) Luke x. 16. Adds xxii. 7,8. 
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them,” they would. foon find that we preached no other 


things unto them, than what Chriſt and his apoſtles, and 


the faithful witnefles of all ages have taught. They would 


then ſee that the doctrines we delivered unto them, ate no 
other than what the Church of England holds and maintains, 


ard which we have ſolemnly promiſed and engaged to 


. preach, and ſo hereby be convinced of the wrong and in- 


juſtice they do us, in reproaching and perſecutipg us, for 
doing ofw duty. I am more and more convinced by every 
day's. experience, that the dottrines I preached at ASHOVER 
are according to godlinels, It is true they have been called 


by ſome, who are either very ignorant, or very wicked, 


„% With VacaRits.” but it is a ſatisfaction to me to find 
that one of the greateſt luminaries of our church, I mean the 


late Archbiſhop. Secker, exhorted his Clergy to be diligent 


in teaching and inſtructing their congregations in theſe 
& W1ln,VacAarlts.” Theſe are his own words, * You 
mult be aſſiduous in teaching the principles, not only of 


virtue, and natural religion, but of the goſpel; and of the 


goſpel not as almoſt explained. away by modern refiners, but 
a the Truth is in eus; as it is taught by the Church, of 
which you are members, as you have engaged by your ſub- 
ſcriptions and declarations that you will teach it yourlelves, 
You mult preach to them, Fazth in the ever bleſſed Trauty, 
and vindicate, when it is requiſite, thoſe parts of our Creeds and 


Offices which relate to that Article, from the very unjuſt imputa- 


tions of abſurdity, and uncharitableneſs, which have been caſt 
upon them, You muſt ſet forth the original corruption of our 
nature, our redemption according to God's eternal purpoſe in 
Chriſt (Epheſ. iii. 2) by the ſacrifice of the croſs ; our ſancti- 
fication by the influences of the divine Spirit the inſufficiency 
f our own good works, and the efficacy. of faith to Saluation.— 


Ihe truth, I fear is, that many, if not moſt of us, have dwelt 


too little on theſe doctrines in our Sermons, partly from not 
having ſtudied Theology deeply enough to treat of them ably 
and beneficially. God grant it may never have been for 
want of inwardly experiencing their importance. But what- 
ever be the cauſe, the effect hath been lamentable. Our peo- 


ple have grown leſs and leſs mindful, firſt of the-diftinguiſh- 


ing articles of the Creed; then, as will always be the caſe, of 


that one, Which they hold in common with the heathens ; 


have forgot in effect their Creator, as well as their Redeemer 
and Sanctifier, ſeldom or never ſeriouſly worſhipping him, or 
thinking of the ſtate of their ſoyls in relation to him, but 


flattering themſeives that what they are pleaſed to call a mo- 
ral and harmleſs life, though far from being either, is “ the 


one thing needf * 


= Secker's Charges, P. 235—237. _ 
Again, ſays the good Archbiſhop, It will by no means 
ſuffice to teach them ¶ the was) outward regularity and 
8 „ - | | 7 
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> decency, and let them fancy tiiey have religion enough, 
when they come to Church pretty conitantly, and live as 
well as their neighbours, though in ſome reſpetts ill, and 
3 ſcarce in any well, from a prineiple of conſcience. Or be 
RED they, from a ſenſe of duty, ever ſo honeſt and ſober, and 1 IM 
Chaſte and beneficent, another 3 of morals iv 
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is, the diſcipline of the inward man. And affeftionate piety y 
is full as neceſſary as morals can be, and goſpel piety, no 
leis than natural. Here then lay your foundation, and ſet ee 


before your people, the lament able condition of fallen man, the | E 
numerous actual fins by which they have made it worſe; the {| ++ 
redemption. wrought out for them by Jeſus Chriſt: the nature 


and importance of true faith in him, their abJolute need of hee 

grace of the divine Spirit, in order to obey his precepts, This 1 

will be addrefling vourſelves to them, as © CHRIS Tax 

8 Mixisrröhs“ ought to Chriſtian Hearers. The holy Scri - 4 
1 tures will furniſh you with matter ſor it abundantly. e 
wy | "Whereas, if your doctrine and your {peech be not that ff | | 
14 their Bibles, if you contradift or explain away, or paſs over 
| | in filence any thing taught there, they who are beſt contented - | 


bt with you, will learn little from you, and others will be of- | 
Ti fended and quit you when they can. We have, in fact, loſt 

Ris + many of our people by not preaching in a manner ſufficiently 

Ky + _ evangelical, and ſhall neither recover them, nor keep more 

| 4 from going, but by returning to the right way, declaring al! 
g þ the counſel of God (Acts xx. 27) and that—not in the words 

3 B89 þ which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which the holy Ghoſt _. 

Wi | © teacheth.” 2 Cor. ii. 43. | | F 


Secker's Charges, p. 298—300. 


And now to conclude in the words of a faithful miniſter 
of Chriſt. Let none be offended that I am made willing to 7 8 
hazard and part with my worldly accommodations for- 
| Chriſt's name ſake ; but let them rather praiſe the grace f 
| God, which hath enabled me to witneſs a good confeſſions, |. | 


whatever worldly diſadvantage I might run into thereby. 
Wherefore, welcome the Rightcouſneſs, Power, Wiſdom, 1 ine 
1 Truth, Word, and whole kingdom of Chriſt, though they | 
0 ___ {ſwallow = all my earthly accommodations: for ſuch fear 
. and love of his name, hath the Lord graciouſly put into my 
heart, that I would not willingly conceal any thing of his 
-- moſt precious truth, either to gain or to preſerve to myſelf 
the whole world. And ſo righteous Father, not mine, hut 
1 ill be done in eaith as it is in heaven, .- 
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